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The Priest in Charge of our four churches is
Reverend Leisa Potter
Tel: 01983 753078
Email: revleisa@btinternet.com

The administrator for the 4 churches is:
Julia Bridgeman
Tel: 07930 670 772
Email: fytparishes@gmail.com

St Agnes Freshwater Bay

All Saints Freshwater

Christ Church Totland Bay

St James Yarmouth
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Thank you to everyone who sent in such beautiful
photographs of their gardens. One of the few good
things to emerge from our recent experiences has been
the re-discovery of simple things such as the joy of
hearing a familiar and well-loved voice on the
telephone. We had more time; time to talk, time to
think and to pray, and time to appreciate in those
darkest days, the joyous arrival of spring. Birds and
flowers reminded us of the miracle of God’s creation.

We were able, in the words of the hymn, to “join with
all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love”.

Congratulations to Andrew and Penny Tilt and Alison
Grieve, joint winners of our lockdown quiz.
Arrangements are under way for their prize lunch

(al fresco, of course!).
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Learning through Lockdown
I wonder what lessons you have learned through lock down. Within
the challenges there have been wonderful stories and accounts of
love being shared among us; and of many being blessed by the
command of Jesus 'to love one another'. As I write this letter, in the
last week of July 2020 - we have begun to emerge, just a little from
lockdown, across our 4 churches.
All FYT churches are now open for visitors and private prayer during
the week, at various times. All Saints, Freshwater had its first
wedding, in July. With many congratulations to Mark and Rebecca
Saunders, whose original wedding date in May, was cancelled out by
Covid 19.
During lockdown, we have said fond and intimate farewells to some
of our cherished community as they have come to the end of their
lives. We have celebrated the last days of All Saints School, as we wait
for the new educational provision for our children, in the West Wight.
There has been much to let go of, much to learn and much to adapt
to.
Colin and I have enjoyed preparing services from our Zoom Room at
The Vicarage and have loved exploring the creativity and technology
of a gathered church, on- line. With the restarting of some church
services in August there will be more to learn about welcoming and
worshipping together as we arrive at another 'new normal'. Some of
us have been into, or are longing to get back into, the gym, the shops,
pubs, groups, and clubs. Some of us will take our first steps back into
our church buildings for our first services of public worship. Some of
us will not be ready to cross that threshold yet and will be continuing
6

our worship and other daily living at home, or outdoors. Wherever we
find ourselves, in these coming weeks we can still know that we are all
invited into the family of God, gathered in many places but one body,
in Christ.
So, I leave you with a prayer for the remainder
of our Summer months to help us reflect on
our time together, even when we are apart.
Rev Leisa and Colin x
For the companionship we have enjoyed,
we give thanks.
For the ideas we have shared and explored,
we give thanks.

For the challenges that have unsettled our assumptions,
we give thanks.
For the opportunities to practice patience and forbearance,
we give thanks.
For all we have learnt and understood,
we give thanks.
For all that has been achieved,
we give thanks.
For any unkindness,
we ask your forgiveness.
For any hurt
We ask your restoring.
For any confusion

we ask your direction.
For Lord God, in you
we place our trust. Amen
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Our First Wedding Since March
It was not the wedding Mark and Rebecca had originally planned - far
from it! It should have been in St Agnes in May! instead it was in All
Saints 2 weeks ago, and what a lovely day it was. The sun shone, the
guests were excited and the happy couple were very happy. It was a
smaller wedding than they had planned for, but in many respects it
was a far more intimate service, attended by close family. In some
ways it helped focus the mind on the real purpose of the day, to join 2
people in holy matrimony. There was no grand reception or party
afterwards, the service and the couple were central to the day. The
couple were surrounded by family supporting them, the atmosphere
was one of joy, the service simple yet beautiful and full of meaning.
The church was dressed for the occasion and looked grand.
We had been concerned as it was our first wedding but it went without a hitch and everyone enjoyed it.
Jill Reynolds
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Keith and Tonie Thomas
on your
Diamond Wedding Anniversary

Keith and
Tonie’s
wedding
1960

60 years on
2020
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Doreen fennell—100 years young
A small socially distanced group of Christ
Church members turned out to wish Doreen
a happy 100th birthday on 6th July. It wasn’t
quite the celebration we’d planned but we
managed to show our love and appreciation
for this precious centenarian. As Leisa said,
we’ll have a proper celebration when
restrictions lift. Read on to find out more
about Doreen’s life.
Doreen was born in Anerley in Southeast London. When she was five the
family moved to Beckenham in Kent, and then moved again to Salisbury in
Wiltshire when she was eleven. Here she attended South Wilts Grammar
School for girls. On Sunday mornings her father took her to Salisbury Baptist Church, and in the afternoons she attended Sunday School at the local
Anglican church, Saint Francis. By the age of fifteen she was running an
infants' class there. On leaving school she trained as a teacher at Homerton College in Cambridge at the suggestion of South Wilts' Headmistress.
By the time she qualified the Second World War had begun. Teaching was
a reserved occupation, and she spent the war years teaching, mostly in a
girls' school in Stanmore, but also for six months as a volunteer in Liverpool. By this time her parents had moved to Exeter, which was sometimes
bombed by the Luftwaffe, and every week she waited anxiously until a
letter arrived from her mother.
After the war she continued to teach in the same school in Stanmore.
There was a boys' school on the same site, and one day when travelling by
bus she sat next to one of their teachers, who was reading the New
Testament. The ensuing conversation led to this teacher, a certain Mr.
Leslie Fennell, inviting her out the next day. They married in 1947 and
went on to have three children, David, Paul and Rosalyn.
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Leslie quickly became a Headteacher. He served at three secondary
schools (in London, Hertfordshire and Hampshire) and Doreen was kept
busy raising the family and supporting him. They were also heavily committed to their local churches, and among the members of a youth group
where Leslie regularly spoke were Eric and the future Daphne Barber!
Leslie retired in 1978, and they decided to move to the Island, where
they had spent many happy holidays. They viewed a number of
properties, but settled for a bungalow still under construction on Church
Hill, Totland, which they called Lyndhurst (after Leslie's favourite school).
They intended to visit all the local churches before choosing one, but
something drew them quickly to Christ Church and they looked no
further. Leslie was soon preaching and taking services with the
encouragement first of Revd Peter Akehurst and then Revd Ken White,
while Doreen struck up a great friendship with Ken's wife Norah.
Together they welcomed visitors to Christ Church services, and many
found their way to the Vicarage or Lyndhurst for Sunday lunch afterwards. After the Mission in 1988 they founded Christian Viewpoint,
a group of women who met regularly in Totland Church Hall to hear a
variety of interesting speakers and to enjoy each other's company.
Towards the end of his life Leslie's health failed him, but Doreen
continued her church activities until an extended stay in a nursing home
in Havenstreet made it impossible.
However, she remains
to this day a loyal and
much loved member of
the
Christ
Church
congregation.

Tom Jackson
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Time to pray
PRAYERS SUBMITTED BY

MARGARET BURLAND

Lockdown. It is disorientating. Loss of freedom to go out, meet
friends, even do the mundane things like shopping, or have your hair
cut.

Lord, we pray for all who are in prison today. We remember the many
who are sent to prison unjustly; those who are serving long sentences;
those who are counting the days before they are released; those who
do not know when they will be released.
God of justice, help us to build a better world.
I am lucky. I can walk down to the Causeway. I can marvel at the
speed of growth of five tiny cygnets, the sun on the water, the changing tides, the wonders of nature.
Lord, we pray for those who are in lockdown in towns and cities where
there are only streets to walk. Even local parks are closed, and there
is little joy to be found in a neglected environment. We pray for
children who have never seen the sea, or swans with tiny cygnets. We
pray that we can order society more fairly.
God of justice, help us to build a better world
We are lucky, living here. On a particularly beautiful Sunday, men,
women and children of all ages were just enjoying being at Freshwater
Bay. The sea was calm and blue, children were in the water, young
people on sail boards, everyone was appreciating the beauty of it all.

Lord, we pray for our environment. We see this beauty, but we know
that the seas are polluted, and our earth is being damaged by us.
God of justice, help us to build a better world.
12

I am old. I have had a good life. I worry about the future we are
giving to our grandchildren. This time of lockdown has given me
more time for prayer. We need to live differently if we want to
safeguard their future.
God of justice and of love, Jesus, who showed us how to live, and
Spirit who was there at the beginning of creation, help us all to
restore and build a better world, for the sake of him who died for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Christ ChurCh totland Prayer Chain .. “Be joyful in hoPe,
Patient in affliCtion, faithful in Prayer” romans 12:12
I was delighted when I came to Christ Church 2.5 years ago to see how
prayer was such an important part not only of the worship but also of
the offering for the Church family, for visitors and passers by. The
practice of prayer support available after each service as well as each
month at the Table Top sale (when such a thing was allowed in days
gone by!) spoke of that importance … and the fact there was also the
prayer chain underlined it. Most of us will have experienced the value
of praying with someone and also the huge privilege of being able to
pray for someone whether they know or not. It is extraordinary what
can change because of prayer, in ourselves as well as in circumstances.
God really uses our prayers, even the ones where they are groans
without words, when we really aren’t sure how to pray.
With Sue Allen moving to the mainland last month, I was asked if I
would take on the co-ordination of the prayer chain as it was something I could do even if I am in London midweek and only on the island
at the weekend (my pattern outside of lockdown or quarantines). So
with the help of the amazing Hazel that is what I am endeavouring to
do. Prayers don’t have to be for the very secret (although we treat
everything as confidential); or even to be for the very serious
(although sadly they are often); the prayer chain is there for anything
you would like prayer for including if you want to give thanks for God’s
amazing grace.… It does what it says on the tin!
So contact prayerchain@christchurchtotland.org.uk for your prayer
needs. We would love to join you in prayer (and of course All Saints
and St James have their own prayer chains too—contact details on
previous page).
Alison Grieve
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you’ve got a friend in me
You’ve got a friend in
me, the title song to the
Toy Story films, is the
theme of this year’s
Churches Together
Holiday Bible Club.
As with so many of our
regular and scheduled events, Holiday Bible Club has not been able to
happen in the usual way but undaunted, Faye and the team got their
creative juices flowing.

Activity packs have been sent to all
the children who registered and a
YouTube channel created so that
Faye (with the help of Woody, Buzz
Lightyear and Jess) could inspire
the children to have fun, pray, sing,
value their friends and turn to
Jesus—the very best friend they could possibly
Search YouTube for
have.
‘West Wight
Churches Youth
Project’ to find out
what these 3 were
up to!
(Guaranteed to put
a smile on your
face.)
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Worship in our churches
The Church Wardens and Leisa have been meeting regularly, through Zoom,
over recent weeks to ensure that we are able to return to our church buildings
for services. We are taking small steps in challenging circumstances. Set out
below are services scheduled for August and September. Plans are beginning to
take shape for the Autumn months and the run up to Christmas. With the
churches reopening for services, there is now a need to establish new service
patterns for the future. How this might look is being influenced by a number of
restraints, limitations and considerations which have been outlined in the FYT
parishes weekly bulletins.

AUGUST

2nd

9th

9.30am
Communion

9.30am
Lay led

9.30am
Lay led

9.30 am
Lay led

11.00
Lay led

St James
Yarmouth

10:00
Communion

SEPTEMBER

6th
9.30am
Communion

St Agnes
F’water Bay

St James
Yarmouth

9.30 am
Lay led

6.00pm
Lay led

Christ Church 11.00
Totland Bay Lay led

Christ Church
Totland Bay

30th
FYT Zoom
led by Christ
Church

St Agnes
F’water Bay

All Saints
Freshwater

23rd

FYT Zoom
led by Christ
Church

FYT
All Saints
Freshwater

16th

11.00
Lay led

13th

11.00
Communion
11:00
Lay led

20th

27th

9.30am
Lay led

9.30am
Lay led

9.30 am
Lay led

6:00pm
Lay Led

9:00 am
Lay Led

6.00pm
Communion

11.00
Lay led

11.00
Communion

11.00
Lay led

10:00
Communion
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10:00
Lay led

church at home
Have you tried sitting quietly in a favourite spot and listening to a
service on the radio? Here are some suggestions from Tom Jackson:
Weekdays at 0945: the Daily Service on Radio 4 Long Wave and DAB,
with services currently being presented live from presenters' homes
or gardens. The DAB sub-channel only becomes available a few
seconds before the service starts, but the quality of the signal is far
better than that on Long Wave. Neither is available on Freeview.
Wednesdays at 1530, with a repeat on Sundays at 1500: Choral
Evensong on Radio 3. This is normally a live broadcast from a
cathedral, a college or a church with a major choral tradition, but at
present archive editions are being broadcast. It is available on FM,
DAB and Freeview (channel 703).
Sundays at 0810: Sunday Worship on Radio 4. As with the Daily
Service, this is currently broadcast live from presenters' homes or
gardens. It is available on FM, DAB and Freeview (channel 704).

All of the above are also available on the BBC Sounds App which
enables you to listen at any time - or listen again to something that
captured your interest.
If you haven’t got a radio, or the sound quality is not as good as on
your TV, fear not: Your television is also a radio!
Freeview channels 700 to 732 are all radio stations. Of particular
interest may be BBC Radio 2 (702), BBC Radio 3 (703), BBC Radio 4
(704), BBC Radio 5 Live (705), BBC World Service (710), BBC Radio
Solent (722), Premier Christian Radio (725), Classic FM (731).
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Remembering Barry
A FORMER headmaster at Carisbrooke Junior
School, musician and amateur dramatist, Barry
Williams, has died after a long illness, aged 88.

Barry was born and grew up in Hove with his
first teaching position at Three Bridges, West
Sussex.
Then, aged 29, he and wife Maureen moved to
the Island when he was appointed head at
Carisbrooke.

He held that position for 10 years before
moving back to the mainland as headmaster of
Holy Trinity Middle School, Guildford.
Barry stayed there for 20 years but, on his retirement, the couple
returned to their beloved Island in 1994 to live in Totland.
They quickly became part of the Christ Church, Totland, congregation
and their musical abilities were soon spotted as they became integral
to the church and wider community musical scene.
Barry joined the Junior Church Leadership team and worked with the
older youth to decorate the dungeon (now known as the cellar) so
that they had their own base. He also helped to run a youth club in
the church hall as well as forming a drama club and giving piano
lessons at home.
As well as teaching drama and music, Barry put his own skills in these
areas to good use. He was part of the worship group at Christ Church
and played the piano whenever the need arose.
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He was also part of Curtain Up Amateur
Dramatic Society and in 2002 he joined the
‘Old Tymers’ theatre group as well as being
well known as the Dame in the annual
Totland panto.
Barry with Maureen, his wife of more than
60 years, also provided musical entertainment in many West Wight care homes, as
well as doing a weekly shift in the Totland
charity shop Faith, Hope and Charity.
In 2016, he won the Contribution to the
Community Award at the Age Friendly Island ceremony in 2016.

Maureen and family would like to express their heartfelt thanks for all
the cards, messages, flowers and presents they have received.
The Christ Church family and wider community would like to express
their heartfelt thanks for all that Barry and Maureen have contributed
to their lives over the years. Maureen—we look forward to the day
when we are allowed to sing again and you can resume your role in
the Christ Church choir. Bless you.
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St Agnes needs your help!
Any experts out there?
People will know that the
floor at St Agnes is to
undergo major restoration.
Unexpected costly repairs
to the thatch have recently
been completed and new
electrics are to be installed.
Sadly, due to the Covid 19
pandemic, fundraising efforts scheduled for 2020 have, necessarily,
been curtailed.
Agreement has finally been reached on price and process and the
work can begin. Consequently, the All Saints and St Agnes PCC are
urgently looking at ways of fundraising swiftly and effectively.

If anyone in the FYT Parishes has skills, experience and expertise in
the area of fundraising/crowdfunding/use of social media in
fundraising then we'd love to hear from you. If you feel you might
have the time and knowledge to be
able to help, or would like to make a
donation, please contact:
Jill Reynolds - Church Warden jillreynolds0310@gmail.com
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The Shop
We have regretfully taken the
decision to close The Shop!
All Saints and St Agnes
Churches have had a charity
shop in Freshwater village for
the past 10 years. This has
boosted our income and as
importantly given us a presence in the village. Over the past 10 years
we have earned £30000 in the shop.

In recent years our income has fallen and currently we are operating
at a loss, so we have made the tough decision to shut. This does not
mean that we will not have another charity shop sometime in the
future.
However I would like to acknowledge the hard work and effort put in
by so many people over the last 10 years. Brian Steward and his wife
Anne were key players in its early years, Chris and Betty then ably
took over the running the shop. In background throughout was Eric
Muttet, keeping the accounts ship shape.
It has been no small task for this group. It has meant getting and
sorting stock, and most importantly manning the shop and putting
together a rota to man or should I say person it!

We as a PCC are very grateful for the effort and hard work of so many
people over the years. Their work has truly benefitted the churches,
not only financially. We look forward to future plans!
Jill Reynolds
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My Mum, Faith and the Bishop of Norwich.
Julia has been so integral to our church lives
during lockdown that it seemed appropriate
to ask about her own faith journey. Ed.
Asked to write down the name of the person
who has most influenced my spiritual journey, I
couldn’t decide, it had to be three – my Mum, a
friend called Faith and the Bishop of Norwich.
I mentioned Mum in a recent Bulletin, in the context of prayers at
bedtime as a young child. In the early days, it was Mum and her friend
Faith who most influenced me. I did a bit of Sunday school, went to
church summer camp and kept Mum company at full services (I
thought she might be lonely going on her own, despite Faith being
with her).
Then, as an older teen (late 70s) I cycled to a church on the ‘wrong
side of the tracks’ with a family friend and there I met Graham James
– Vicar of Christ the King, Haldens (an unassuming church opposite
the Coop). And it was there, that I bumped into Mum’s old friend,
Faith and with her support and under Graham’s guidance, I got
confirmed and later married.
In time, life took me away from the area and from Church but Faith
kept in touch and we’d catch up at up at Easter, Christmas and the
odd wedding.
Years later - now in Freshwater, I decided to look up my old friend,
Faith with visits to St Agnes and All Saints. It was very much an on/off
friendship, until I arrived home, in the early hours, from a midnight
22

Christmas service, to hear a familiar voice on the television. The now Rt
Rev Graham James, Bishop of Norwich, was presiding over the ITV
Midnight Mass celebrations. It was a beautiful moment. How amazing
that the man who had so influenced me as a young adult had been on
such a massive journey himself. Faith wasn’t surprised.
Over recent years, Faith and I have become much closer, due once again,
to my Mum who, quite suddenly, had to give up her independence and
her own church life. Deeply saddened for her, I decided I would go to
church again, regularly – on her behalf - as her proxy! After a while, I
bumped into Faith! I think she’d been looking out for me and you know
how it is with old friends – nothing changes, you just slip back into those
old ways.

Julia Bridgeman
A message from Lynn and Allen Jones:
Allen and I have been so
pleased to link up with everyone on Zoom during lockdown.
We are fairly new to All Saints
and to Freshwater so it has
been really good to keep in
touch and worship together.
Thank you.
Lynn and Allen Jones

Items for the October/November magazine by
21st September please.
magazine@christchurchtotland.org.uk
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First century lockdown
Following the crucifixion and burial of
Jesus the disciples were confused and not
understanding that He would rise from
the dead they became disillusioned and
returned to their homes (John 20.v 9-10).
They met together behind locked doors
for fear of being attacked by the Jews
(v19) but were overjoyed when they saw
the Lord (v20). This was a first century lockdown and was followed by
further appearances of Jesus (John 21v1) and the promised Holy Spirit
(Acts 1v1-3) opening doors and providing multiple opportunities for His
disciples to witness worldwide (v8). What a remarkable turn around from
facing death to new Spirit led openings to proclaim the Gospel.
I see a parallel with the post Covid situation we all face as restrictions
are eased and people are searching for the truth .As I read letters and
reports from missionaries and Christian organisations there is already
evidence that people are anxious about their future and are open to
spiritual truths. I quote one example of many I’ve received:
Tugsuu & his wife Tuul are Mongolian missionaries based in Austria
proclaiming the Gospel to thousands of their fellow country men and
women who have emigrated to Europe to find work; they have planted
churches in several countries , arrange meetings and seminars to
disciple new Christians and evangelise but this all stopped with the
closure of borders. Undaunted together with other disciples they set up
Zoom meetings across Europe . In the last two months 14 such
gatherings have taken place reaching thousands of people . Tugsuu says
'Zoom makes us more busy but we are so happy; before Covid-19 people
were not paying so much attention in spiritual work but now people are
turning to God more and more'. Praise the Lord!
Eric Barber
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A THANK YOU TO CLIVE BURLAND
Clive continues to be a huge part of life in All Saints
and St Agnes churches and I’m sure he will be for
many years to come. But in the last couple of months
Clive has decided to retire from officiating in our
churches, and if anyone deserves a rest Clive certainly
does.
Clive trained as a teacher and rose through the ranks to become a head
teacher. He decided to train for the priesthood, hoping to combine both jobs.
Before he was ordained Deacon in 1985 the Bishop tactfully suggested that
knowing the standards Clive always aspired it might be an idea to go into the
priesthood full time, which thankfully for many people Clive did.
His first curacy was in Emsworth, just on the edge of Hampshire. He was
priested in 1986. In 1987 the Bishop asked Clive if he would serve his second
curacy on the Isle of Wight, in a village near Cowes—Gurnard— very close to
Margaret’s home. During an interregnum Clive also took control of churches
in Cowes. When Northwood and Gurnard joined they moved into Northwood
Rectory, he became Vicar of All Saints Gurnard and Rector of John the
Baptist Gurnard.
Clive always thought one of the most important roles of a priest was the pastoral ministry in the parish. He retired in 1998 and moved to Freshwater
where he continued his service to the church, again with particular interest
of the pastoral ministry in the parish. I think that we can say that he has
given us all good value for money! Continuing to stand in and conduct services for the benefit of the people for over 21 years in retirement. Even during lockdown Clive had a list of people who he would regularly phone.
I personally owe Clive my sincere thanks, he has always been supportive of
women in the church and was especially supportive of me when Mark was ill
and during the interregnum, offering many words of encouragement and
support. I must also take this opportunity to thank Margaret who, without
doubt has supported him every inch of the way.
I think its fair to say “well done, you both deserve a rest!”
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Jill Reynolds

Walk the wight your way
Like most other things the annual sponsored walk
for Mountbatten Hospice 'Walk the Wight’ had to
be cancelled due to the coronavirus and lockdown,
which was very sad as it was Mountbatten's 30th
Year. However, the clever people at Mountbatten
gave us walkers, cyclists, skippers etc another way
to support the fantastic work they do and came up with ‘Walk the Wight
Your Way’, so that is exactly what we did!
Paul and I would normally walk from Carisbrooke to Alum Bay (15miles)
but since we only had the option of walking for an hour a day, due to the
exercise limit, we thought we would do the whole 26.5 miles.
Starting at the end of April
we ambled down welltrodden footpaths not far
from home accompanied
by birdsong and beautiful
scenery. The more we
walked we found paths we
had never taken before, often we saw no one but whilst walking you
somehow sensed the many people who have been that way before.
Other days we saw people walking the Wight their way, with dogs and
children, socially distanced we shared our stories and experiences along
the paths.
Mountbatten Hospice normally raises a huge amount of funding from
Walk the Wight. This year sponsorship was down which seems a
common problem with all charities especially during this time.
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As we feel the work of The Mountbatten Hospice is so vital for everyone
on the Island, we are already putting our thoughts to next year's walk as
we are able to pre -register online now!
https://www.mountbatten.org.uk/Listing/Category/walk-the-wight-your-way

Watch this space - we will be asking for sponsorship ready for the walk
in May 2021. Angie Shoulders.
Rumour has it that Paul is Swimming the Solent in aid of the WWSCC this
summer. More in the next edition! Ed)

Angie is a member of the West Wight Timebank and
she has sent us this update on the eco-refill scheme:
PLASTIC REFILL SCHEME: ECO FRIENDLY PRODUCTS
Do you want to help the environment and contribute to the circular
economy?
You can do this by using the West Wight Timebank refill
scheme to purchase your cleaning products. Contact Gina
on 07790329859 for more details. You can take your
empty bottles to her garage and purchase products with
safe social distancing procedures in place. Alternatively,
you can arrange a delivery to your doorstep and she will collect your
empties.
The products are: BioD washing up liquid, laundry liquid,
fabric conditioner, handwash, multipurpose sanitiser,
bathroom cleaner and toilet cleaner. We also stock a
range of Faith in Nature shower gels, shampoos, and
conditioners.
Timebank is a non - profit organisation. Prices are competitive. Cash
only. Please wash and save your empty bottles.
https://westwighttimebank.org.uk/
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MARY SUMNER DAY
Sunday 9th August
This year, with the special day for the founder of the Mothers’ Union
being on a Sunday, gives members the opportunity to celebrate with
the wider church families.
Mary Sumner, a clergy man’s wife, formed the
Mothers’ Union when her eldest daughter
became a mother in 1876. She invited a group
of mothers from all social classes to meet in
the Rectory to give each other support and
encourage their Christian faith.
Today there are four million members in 83
countries still continuing to support family life
through diverse community and development projects.
In the recent daily prayer diary two of these are outlined.
In the Diocese of Canterbury, a young carer was concerned about
starting secondary school without the correct uniform. Members were
able to provide the funds to help purchase her uniform. This had an
impact on her whole family and enabled her with her learning, and
making friends.
Madagascar is affected by cyclones causing flooding to homes, land
and livestock. Other parts of the country are suffering from repeated
drought with agriculture and livelihoods greatly affected.
In the Diocese of Mahajanga, MU Development Co-ordinators are addressing the issue of environmental preservation. They have been
helping to plant a special grass called Vetiver, which is fast growing
28

and preserves the soil during the rainy season. Then trees are planted
that fertilise the soil and store water in their trunks. This is just one
example of how MU is working with communities.
Normally in the first week of August our MU looks forward to holding
a Cream Tea in Neil Walker’s garden. This is our main fundraiser to
help families in the UK and overseas. Sadly, this year this cannot
happen. It is always a wonderful opportunity, apart from the financial
aspect, for members and supporters to meet and have a fun afternoon together, especially when Janet Harding or Sheila Hicks produce
one of their excellent quizzes.
The Mary Sumner Prayer is still relevant at this time:
“All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee;

And every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken,
Whether through the words I speak,
The prayer I breathe,
Or the life I live”.
Amen

A service of Morning Prayer for Mary Sumner Day
(9th August) will be live streamed at 8.30am on the
Mothers Union Facebook Page and YouTube channels.
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Orange Questions
1

Orange is a mix of which two Primary colours?

2

What is a Cox's Orange pippin?

3

Which pigment gives carrots their orange colour

4

Where in the UK do Orange Order marches take place in July?

5

The Orange river is the longest river in which African country?

6

Anthony Burgess wrote a novel called the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ orange

7

Which European football team wears an orange strip?

8

Mandarin is a language spoke in which country?

9

Name an orange flower beginning with M

10 A building specifically for growing citrus fruits is an _ _ _ _ _ _ _
11 Seville and Valencia oranges are grown in which country?
12 Where were orange coloured fish once given as prizes?
13 What nationality was William of Orange?

14 True of false? There are no words that rhyme with “orange”
16 Agent orange was used in which war
17 Name a country which has orange, white and green in it's flag
18 What colour is Orange blossom?
19 In which city would you find the “Jaffa” gate

20 Orange blossom is the official flower of which US State?
21 An Orangutan is what?

There are NO prizes for this quiz—it is just for fun!
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